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| would like to take the opportunity to welcome Jonmarco Sanchez to the
Smith Street Unit team. Jonmarco comes with a wealth of experience and a
great sense of humour; it already feels that he has been here forever as his
passion for our students and the extra initiatives he has already organised for
term 4 will only be of benefit to everyone.

The Unit has also been lucky enough to have been involved with AIME- Aus-
tralian Indigenous Mentoring Experience this term. The motto that they can

provide mentors for a fairer world has certainly been demonstrated here
with our students. Each Thursday morning a dedicated, dynamic engaging
group of young indigenous mentors arrive to motivate and assist to reach out
and succeed.

AIME provides a dynamic educational program that gives indigenous high
school students the skills, opportunities, belief and confidence to finish
school. This term the mentors donated a AIME hoodie for students to win
for displaying improved behaviour. Emeka Benson won the XL hoodie in the
raffle, but had to drawn again because they do not make a jumper big enough
to fit Emeka. The team gave Emeka a new AIME cap and Nicholas Scott was
lucky enough to win the hoodie on the second draw.




The year 12 attainment rate of AIME participants was
93.70/0 compared to an average of
58.50/0 for other indigenous students and
86- 50/0 for non-indigenous students.

Given the stage of AIME's maturity and established status of the
organisation within the SVA portfolio, SVA's support is less intense than
ea stage ventures. We continue to provide support and network
connections as requested from time to time.
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This term has seen the students getting involved with

the PCYC Wollongong especially in Archery. The PCYC =

have many activities such as:- -

. C’TIE‘_EW;W/
Martial arts e
Gymnastics &
Boxercise
Gym-+fitness

At PCYC Wollongong they offer a great range of fun,
safe activities. Located in North Wollongong close to
the university, beach & public transport. Offering fun
& affordable programs catering for preschoolers to adults.
A dedicated team of Police, Staff & Volunteers are there to
assist you with anything you may need.

There are many great reasons to join a PCYC — sports, ac-
tivities, new friends and lots of great stuff to do.

As a club member you are entitled to: Use PCYC facilities;
gain entry to any PCYC club in NSWV (local activity
fees may apply); participate in PCYC activities and pro-
grams; help your local club elect and operate a club
committee to promote PCYC activities; and offer your-

self as a PCYC volunteer.

Junior Membership is $10.00

GREAT GYMS
GET FIT, HAVE FUN

GYM +
fil] FITNESS
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We would like to introduce you to Jonmarco, our newest member of our teaching
staff, joining the Smith Street Unit early this term. Jonmarco is a family man who
recently welcomed his first child named Sierra Marisa Sanchez. He has been teach-
ing the past three years at the Rieby Justice Centre. He applied for the teaching
position at Smith Street Unit to be closer to home and spend more time with his
family. “I have really enjoyed the move. I did enjoy myself at Dorchester ETU but it
was time to move on. Staff have been fantastic and very welcoming and the stu-
dents have also been awesome. Really looking forward to my next chapter”

In term 4 Jonmarco will be running The National Rugby League’s (NRL) ‘In League
in Harmony’ (ILIH) program at Smith Street which aims to empower students to be
agents of change for a more cohesive society. This provides opportunities for the
students to develop social skills in addition to the fundamental playing elements.
By being a part of the program students will be empowered to acknowledge, ap-
preciate and celebrate the diversity amongst his peers and the wider community.
The program unites the students to explore how their similarities and differences
provide opportunities for them to move forward together in harmony.
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